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monopoly of genius. A gifted man rises out of the people, re-
ceiving his patent of nobility, as Burns said, " direct from Al-
mighty God *'. He makes a name and a position for himself.
But when the name is made, he hands it on, with distinction
printed upon it, to his children and his children's children. 5
More is expected from the sons of eminent parents than from
other men, and if the transmitted quality is genuine more
comes out of them. It is not talent. Talent is but partially
hereditary, if at all. The virtue that runs in the blood is
superiority of courage or character; and courage and character, 10
far more than cleverness, are the conditions indispensable for
national leaders. Thus without exception, in all great peoples,
hereditary aristocracies have formed themselves, and when
aristocracies have decayed or disappeared the State has de-
generated along with them. The fall of 'a nobility may be a 15
cause of degeneracy, or it may only be a symptom; but the
phenomenon itself is a plain matter of fact, true hitherto under
all forms of political constitution, monarchic, oligarchic, or re-
publican. Eepublics have held together as long as they have
been strung with patrician sinews; when the sinews crack the 20
republic becomes a democracy, and the unity of the common-
wealth is shivered into a heap of disconnected atoms, each
following its own laws of gravitation towards its imagined in-
terests, Athens and Eome, the Italian Bepublics, the great
kingdoms which rose out of the wreck of the Boman Empire, 25
tell the same story. The modern Spaniard reads the records
of the old greatness of his country on the tombs of the
Oastilian nobles, and in the rums of their palaces. They and
the glory of the Spanish race have departed together. The
Alvas and the Olivarez's, the Da Leyvas and Mendozas may 30
have deserved their fall; but when they fell, and no others
had arisen in their places, the nation fell also. Hitherto no
great State has been able to sustain itself in a front place with-
out aristocracy of some kind maintained on the hereditary
principle. On thia point the answer of history is uniform. 35